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ascribed to social privilege rather than to sheer educa-
tional virtue; to realize also what they lose by undei-
exposure. For privilege is always attended by its
nemesis. In a society so organized as to offer a generous
uncovenanted bonus for a white skin or for good fortune
of birth the penalty upon the receiver is, in the long run,
debilitation and a false estimate of his own powers
The public-school boy starts life with peculiar advantages
not necessarily because he is inherently superior but just
because he is a public-school boy. There would be
justice in this if the public schools came fully within the
area of national selection, taking their pupils out of the
common pool as a result of the sorting process referred
to above. If they continue to stand out they will become
more and more the object of resentment as wishing to be
advantaged both ways, and as narrowing the range of
" national service " unduly to exalt their own prestige
and to serve their peculiar sectional interests.
The choice before them is indeed a hard one. But
in the society that is taking shape they cannot be both
class-schools and broadly national. The choice may be,
indeed, painfully like that set before the rich young
luler, but they will go away very sorrowful indeed if
they choose wrong. There is no honest defence, no
% democratic defence, indeed no genuine aristocratic defence,
for the continuance of their present position. To con-
tinue it against all the forces that are coining into play
will both intensify social conflict and weaken the power
of Britain to co-operate with the other free peoples of
the world, even with those in the Bntish Commonwealth
itself.
That for the negative side. On the positive side
cannot one feel that there is a great store of ability
locked up and as it were potbound in the public schools,